
UAL Diploma in Creative Practice: Fine Art &
Visual Communication L3
The Art & Design Level 3 UAL Diploma is a comprehensive course designed for students who want
to further develop their creative skills and knowledge. Over the course, students are encouraged to
experiment with a wide range of media and techniques, exploring areas such as drawing, painting,
sculpture, digital art, and printmaking. The program emphasizes the creative process, from initial
concept to final presentation, allowing students to build a strong portfolio that reflects their individual
style and technical abilities. This creative pathway is designed for individuals with a strong interest in
Art & Design, particularly painting, drawing, printmaking, illustration, graphic design and animation.
Rooted in strong studio practice, the course encourages you to develop traditional artistic skills while
also exploring experimental and digital approaches to image-making and visual storytelling. You will
work in a studio environment that encourages curiosity, individuality, and creative risk-taking while
developing a professional portfolio for university, apprenticeships, Foundation courses, or careers
within the creative industries.You will explore a range of specialist areas, including drawing and
painting, illustration and visual storytelling, and printmaking, while also developing skills in mixed-
media and collage. The course introduces digital drawing and creative software alongside
techniques such as stop-motion and 2D animation, allowing you to combine traditional and digital
practices. Throughout your studies, you will also focus on sketchbook development and creative
research, helping you to generate ideas, refine your skills, and build a strong creative process.

Entry Requirements
4 GCSEs grade 9-4 (A*-C) or a related Level 2 vocational qualification (at merit or higher), including English and maths.
Equivalence of these qualifications will be considered. Plus, an art portfolio containing recent creative work you have
done.

Units/topics covered
Throughout the program, students will develop their skills in various areas such as drawing, painting, graphic design,
photography, textiles and 3D design.Exciting aspects of the course include access to state-of-the-art facilities,
opportunities to collaborate with peers on creative projects and the chance to exhibit work in professional environments.
This course focuses on the conceptual side of art and design, encouraging students to explore how ideas are developed
and expressed in creative work. It emphasizes the process of creating art, from initial concept to finished piece. You will
learn a wide range of creative techniques including drawing, painting, printmaking, animation, and illustration, while
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exploring both traditional and experimental approaches to image-making. The course encourages you to experiment with
exciting materials, processes, and creative technologies, and to develop personal projects inspired by contemporary
culture and professional artists. Alongside this, you will build a professional portfolio to support progression into university
and creative career pathways. Your learning will be enriched through gallery visits, artist research, exhibitions, and
collaborative projects, helping you to understand how to communicate ideas visually through images, storytelling, and
design. All of this takes place in a supportive studio environment that promotes individuality and experimentation,
preparing you for Higher Education, Foundation Diplomas, apprenticeships, or entry into the creative industries.

Where can this take me?
The Level 3 Extended Diploma in Art & Design prepares students for progression into specialist courses at the degree
level, Higher National Diploma, or Foundation Degree programs at universities and, as well as careers in the creative
industries. Upon completion, students will have the opportunity to pursue Higher Education pathways.The pathway is
ideal for students interested in Fine Art, Illustration, Animation, Graphic Design, Comics, Set Design, and other creative
careers.

How will I be assessed?
The assessment process for the Art & Design Level 3 UAL Diploma is primarily based on coursework, with students
evaluated on their practical work, creative processes, and final outcomes.In addition to the coursework, students may
also participate in final major projects and exhibitions, where their work is showcased and assessed by both tutors and
external examiners.During the course, there are regular feedback sessions where students receive guidance on
improving their work, allowing for continuous development throughout.

How to apply
To apply online for this course please visit www.croydon.ac.uk. If you have any outstanding queries please contact our Admissions

team on 0208 760 5934 or at Admissions@croydon.ac.uk.
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